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he was a 4-year starter for the football team, 
a center for the basketball team, and com-
peted in discus and the shot-put on the track 
team. When he wasn’t competing or studying, 
he worked to help support his family. After 
high school, he went on to play for Kilgore 
Junior College and the University of Utah. 

Thomas will be remembered as a hard 
worker and someone who lived his life to the 
fullest. He always had a bright personality that 
made everyone laugh, and he had passion for 
life and infused this zeal into everything he 
did. His ultimate dream, after finishing his NFL 
career, was to return home to Fort Worth and 
help his community. Thomas wanted to get his 
teaching degree and coach football. First in 
his heart was his mother—he wanted to al-
ways be there for her and planned to her the 
house of her dreams. 

I extend my condolences to the family and 
friends of Thomas Herrion. His legacy will 
serve as an inspiration those who strive to 
achieve their dreams and live life to the fullest. 
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RECOGNIZING GREGORY ALLAN 
POLITTE FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Gregory Allan Politte of Kansas 
City, Missouri, a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 395, and in 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. Gregory will receive his Eagle at a 
Court of Honor on September 18 at Pine 
Ridge Presbyterian Church. 

Gregory has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
years Gregory has been involved with scout-
ing he has earned numerous merit badges 
and has served in leadership positions within 
his troop. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Gregory Allan Politte for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. It is an 
honor to represent Eagle Scout Politte in the 
United States Congress. 
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CONGRATULATING THE ADULT 
LITERACY LAWRENCE COUNTY 
ON ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Adult Lit-
eracy Lawrence County (ALLC), on the 25th 
anniversary of its founding. 

Over the past 25 years the ALLC has 
worked diligently to provide support services 
to adults that struggle to read. This organiza-
tion was launched when New Castle Public Li-
brary’s director, Ms. Roux, heard Al Bennett of 
the U.S. Dept. of Education speak about li-

braries taking responsibility for developing lit-
eracy programs. Securing non-profit status in 
1996, the ALLC officially became a commu-
nity-based organization. 

This non-profit organization has worked tire-
lessly to create a positive environment to meet 
the changing needs of the community. The 
agency offers tutoring, ABE and GED, family 
literacy, and computer literacy components. 
From July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005 
more than 240 adults participated in one or 
more ALLC program components. Additionally 
1,048 children read more than 5,000 books as 
they competed for a ride in the Summer Read-
ing Kickoff Parade. It is with great pleasure 
that I recognize the ALLC for all of their hard 
work and dedication to continued education 
and literacy competence of its community 
members. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the 25th anniversary of the ALLC. It is 
an honor to represent the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure 
to salute such a principled organization as the 
Adult Literacy Lawrence County. 
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TRIBUTE TO J. ROBERTS DAILEY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the State of Indi-
ana lost a pillar of the political community last 
month. On Saturday, August 13, J. Roberts 
Dailey passed away at Westminster Village, a 
retirement home in Muncie, Indiana. 

J. Roberts Dailey was a leader of unparal-
leled reputation in public service. His tenure in 
the Indiana General Assembly where he 
served as Speaker of the House was marked 
by the consistent pursuit of principle and the 
interests of the people of Indiana. 

Bob Dailey entered politics in 1952, serving 
2 years on the Delaware County Council. He 
was a precinct committeeman between 1958 
and 1978 and was Delaware County’s GOP fi-
nance chairman between 1963 and 1978. He 
had been a delegate to every Republican 
state convention since 1954. 

Dailey, a real estate agent, was first elected 
to the Legislature in 1976 before being ele-
vated to Speaker in 1980. 

In 1992, Dailey received one of Ball State 
University’s highest honors, the Medal of Dis-
tinction for leadership and service to the state 
and university. 

Six years later, he was named chairman of 
the Christian Coalition of Indiana, a state affil-
iate of the national organization that was a 
trailblazer in conservative Christian politics. 

As he was to an entire generation of aspir-
ing Hoosier leaders, Bob Dailey was my 
friend, a mentor and a true role model. He will 
be missed by our community and our state, 
but his example of integrity, faith and conserv-
ative leadership will continue to challenge and 
inspire future leaders for generations to come. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire State of 
Indiana, I extend heartfelt sympathies over the 
loss of J. Roberts Dailey. 

Indiana will never forget Speaker Dailey. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE BUR-
LINGTON ELECTRIC DEPART-
MENT’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the city 
of Burlington Electric Department. What an in-
credible achievement! 

One of the great experiences I had as 
Mayor was seeing, close up, how much it 
mattered to Burlington’s citizens that we had 
public power, and not a for-profit corporation, 
delivering the electricity our city’s households 
and businesses need. The results are clear. 
Burlington today has some of the lowest elec-
tric bills in the state. And that is no small mat-
ter when families are hard pressed by increas-
ing gasoline and fuel oil prices, and the dif-
ficult economy that is faced by so many. 

When the goal of a department is to provide 
the best quality service at the lowest possible 
cost, rather than huge profits and big CEO 
compensation packages, amazing things can 
happen. Through innovative and creative man-
agement and by utilizing aggressive energy ef-
ficiency measures, electricity use in Burlington 
is 1 percent below what it was in 1989—sav-
ing Burlington customers some $6.7 million a 
year. Burlington is using less power at a time 
of economic growth—a remarkable achieve-
ment. Since 1995 average rates have de-
creased by 17 percent. Clearly there is some-
thing very right about the Burlington Electric 
Department which the rest of Vermont and 
America can learn from. 

Several years ago I brought a number of the 
most innovative electric departments in the 
country together for a meeting in Washington. 
I was very proud that the BED showed itself 
to be one of the very best in the nation. Given 
the major energy crisis that our country now 
faces, I am confident that BED will continue to 
come forward with bold and innovative ideas 
to protect our rate-payers and our environ-
ment. 

Whether it is in the normal operation of 
business, or dealing with power outages from 
an ice storm or a blizzard, the employees of 
Burlington Electric serve the people of Bur-
lington with real dedication. Whatever the job 
is, they get it done. 

To Mayor Clavelle, Barbara Grimes, BED’s 
General Manager; to the Electric Commission; 
and the City Council; and most especially to 
the men and women who not only work for the 
Electric Department but make it work for all of 
Burlington: 

Congratulations on BED’s hundredth anni-
versary. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MEGAN 
ELIZABETH DAY, RECIPIENT OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL FREEDOM 
SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the superior academic performance 
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